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Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Dear Sir: 

Enclosed herewith is a certified copy of Japanese patent apphcation No. 11- 
178578, which was filed June 24, 1999, and application No, 2000-173195 which was 
filed June 9, 2000, from which priority is claimed under 35 U.S.C. § 119 and 
R^le 55. 

Acknowledgment of the priority document(s) is respectfully requested to 
ensure that the subject information appears on the printed patent. 

Respectfully submitted, 
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